
Dear Town Meeting Member: 
  
At the Spring Town Meeting this May we received an impressive 60% majority in favor 
of Old English Square.  Unfortunately 66% was needed for passage, and the article failed. 
 
After the May vote we received an overwhelming response from Holbrook residents 
encouraging us to try again. Based on that support, I am pleased to announce that as of 
last week, we have resubmitted our warrant article for Old English Square.  The article 
should be voted on at the fall Town Meeting on October 27, 2003. 
  
The article we submitted is almost identical to the original, with the following changes: 
  

1) Based on the vote at Town Meeting to amend the height of the project, we 
reduced the height of the retail village from 3 stories to 2 ½ stories. (This is not a 
major change because we always planned to build to 2 stories out front.) 

  
2)  The proposed zoning will apply only to the retail village. The Residential Village 

of the site will remain ‘business commercial’ until a later Town Meeting vote. 
  

3) We have a second article to rezone the land for the soccer fields from 
“commercial” to “residential.” (For now, we are still keeping this land for 
possible soccer fields. This move, supported by the Planning Board, is to 
“correct” the zoning. Given that the piece has no access to Union Street, and that 
the neighborhood back there is residential, it should never have been made 
commercial.) 

  
The idea is to allow Town Meeting to approve the retail village now and vote on the 
residential village at a later date. It’s our feeling that the retail village is the best and most 
popular part of the project. Approval in October will allow us to get started on it right 
away. That will do a couple of things. For one, we can start finding retail tenants and 
begin putting the land to use. Also, it will give us the opportunity to prove ourselves to 
the Town. I believe that once people see the quality of the project and that we are 
fulfilling our promises we can come back to Town Meeting for some or all of the 
condominiums. 
  
There is another advantage in that the majority of the site is still available for commercial 
use. The town will get just about as much commercial use in the Retail Village as if it 
were a strip mall or something similar. Because the center of the site will still be 
commercial, if the Residential Village does not pass at subsequent Town Meetings, the 
site could still be used for commercial development. 
  
As was the case last time around, the Article cannot go to Town Meeting unless the 
Planning Board moves to send it back. Based on the 60% majority the project had in 
May, I think they will allow the Town to vote on it again, especially given the 
opportunity to vote on just the Retail Village. There is always the chance, however, that 
opponents to the project may prevail and the Board could block the project. For that 



reason I encourage supporters of the Retail Village to contact the Planning Board 
members and encourage them to let the Town vote on it in October. 
 
In the meantime, we will be hosting another series of presentations at Stanney’s 
Restaurant to discuss the changes to the article and address people’s concerns.  Please 
come to one of our sessions if you can.  If the times don’t work for you, you can call us at 
781-849-3388.  I would be happy to answer questions at a time that is convenient for you.  
Additional information is also available at our website, www.oldenglishsquare.com. 
 
Wednesday, October 1st - 7:30 p.m.  
Monday, October 6th - 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, October 14th - 7:30 p.m.  
Thursday, October 23rd - 7:30 p.m. 
  
Thank you for your consideration of Old English Square. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  
Michael Mullins 
Old English Square 
  
 


